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Caribou fishing derby a big hit

Spring is the season of rituals.  For some it’s the first barbecue of the season; for others it’s the opening of the major league baseball season; for some its re-uniting with friends for that first 18 holes on the golf course.  For many, it’s the opening of trout season. That was the big occasion this past Saturday, April 25.

The Crossroads at Caribou, a resort on the North Fork of the Feather River in Beldon, hosted a public fishing tournament and tri-tip barbecue to celebrate this ritual.

The entrants in this year’s tournament numbered just short of 70 and ranged in age from under 6 to over 60.  There were also dozens of non-fishers there to share in the fun and camaraderie.  

The five-dollar entry fee pool was entirely returned to the top three winning contestants.

A 24 ¾” fish netted John Bond first place and 60% of the entry fee pot.  James Oldham won 2nd place and 30% of the pot with a 21” trout.  Third place and 10% of the pot went to Jacob Darling for his 18 ½” fish.

Other notable entrants recognized during the award ceremony were 6 year old Aleigha Jones who caught the largest fish in the under 12 age group with a 17 ¾ inch trout. (Her fish was just barely larger than her smile!)  Pat Fitzsimmons was recognized for being the oldest fisherman to catch a large fish with his 15” trout.

The day culminated with a delicious tri tip barbecue, an award ceremony, chatting around the bon fire, and excellent music from the Jeff Pershing Band.  

Fishing is a wonderful way to spend a day.  It has brought friends and families together for many decades.  Although fishing tournaments have become more popular in recent years, not everyone feels that competition is appropriate for the “gentle art” of fishing.  

Those skeptics need to see the looks on the faces of the young participants in this tournament, (many of whom were girls) and they would likely worry less about the competitive aspects of the tournament.  Instead, they would be encouraged that these young people were finding a new rewarding activity that hopefully will inspire them to spend less time in front of the TV and more time outdoors enjoying nature.

That is the thing about fishing.  It demands patience.  Patience demands slowing down.  Slowing down allows for experiencing nature in a way not normally experienced in our fast paced lives.  

That is the real beauty of fishing.  It’s not about winning the biggest fish prize.  It’s about developing a new and deeper appreciation for the natural world around us.

